
Intermediate School 

Keystone Exam 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What is the Keystone Exam? 

 The Keystone Exam is an end-of-course assessment designed to evaluate proficiency in 

academic content. Groups of educators (teachers, supervisors, curriculum directors, 

and college specialists) across Pennsylvania chose the areas of knowledge for the 

Keystone Exam. 

 

2. What is covered on the Keystone Exam? 

 Pennsylvania adopted the Common Core Standards, standards that are aligned with 

expectations for success in college and the workplace. The Keystone Exam is designed 

to measure these standards. 

 

3. Who takes the Keystone Exam? 

 Students taking Algebra 1 must take the Keystone Exam. 

 

4. How long is the Keystone Exam? 

 There is no time limit for the Keystone Exam; however, the Keystone Exam should take 

the typical student 2-3 hours to complete. There are 2 modules for the exam and each 

module takes approximately 1 to 1.5 hours. At the Intermediate level, students will 

take only 1 module per day. 

 

5. What is the exam format for the Keystone Exam? 

 The Keystone Exam is offered in online and paper/pencil formats. We will be using the 

paper format. 

 

6. When are the Keystone Exams offered? 

 Intermediate level students will take the Keystone Exam in May of each school year. 

 

7. If I take the Keystone Exam, must I also take the PSSA mathematics assessment? 

 Yes. 

 

 

 

 



8. How can I prepare to take the Keystone Exam? 

 Students can prepare for the Keystone Exam by studying hard throughout the school 

year, completing all of their homework, and asking their teacher for clarification 

when they don’t understand something. Students will also work on the Classroom 

Diagnostics Exam (CDT) during the school year to prepare them adequately for the 

rigor and selection of questions they will face on the Keystone Exam. Additionally, 

students may access Study Island, Quizlet, and the Pennsylvania Department of 

Education Website from home to prepare further for the Keystone Exam. 

 

9. What types of questions are on the Keystone Exam? 

 The Keystone Exam will include multiple-choice questions and constructed-response 

(open-ended) questions. For each Keystone Exam, approximately 60-75% of the total 

score will be from multiple-choice questions and 25-40% of the total score will be 

from constructed-response questions.  

 

10. How are the written responses to constructed-response questions scored? 

 The written responses for constructed-response questions are scored by evaluators 

trained in applying a pre-determined scoring system. For the Algebra 1 exam, scores 

are based on content only. Spelling and punctuation are not included as part of the 

scoring process. Most constructed-response questions require students to show their 

work or explain their reasoning. These Keystone Exam questions will ask students to 

explain, analyze, describe, or compare. Some questions will also require students to 

perform calculations or create graphs, plots, or drawings. 

 

11. How are Keystone Exam results reported? 

 Two copies of individual reports for the Keystone Exam will be sent to school districts. 

One copy will be sent to parents and the other copy will be kept in students’ school 

records. School-level reports will be used for curricular and planning purposes. 

 

12. May parents see the Keystone Exam? 

 Parents may review the Keystone Exam if they believe it may be in conflict with their 

religious beliefs by making arrangements with the Principal of the school. 

Confidentiality agreements must be signed, and no copies of the Keystone Exam or 

notes about exam questions will be permitted to leave the school. If, after reviewing 

the Keystone Exam, parents do not want their child to participate in the exam due to a 

conflict with their religious beliefs, they may write to the school district 

Superintendent prior to the beginning of the exam to request to excuse their child 

from the exam. 

 

 

 



13. Must I pass the Keystone Exam? 

 Yes. 

  

14. If I fail the Keystone Exam, do I still get a high school credit for Algebra 1  

            during my 8th grade year? 

 Yes, as long as you pass your Algebra 1 course for the year. 

 

15. If I fail the Keystone Exam, can I graduate? 

 No. You will need to participate in a program of remediation and retake the Keystone 

Exam and can continue to do so up to your junior year in high school. After your 

junior year, if you have still not passed the Keystone Exam you will need to do a 

Keystone Project. 

 

16. If I fail the Keystone Exam, can I continue taking high school math courses? 

 Yes. 

 

17. What is remediation? 

 Remediation is tailored to meet each student’s individual needs and could include 

repeating the Algebra 1 course, participation in a remedial math course, online course 

offerings, a scheduled pull-out for specific remediation, independent practice through 

online resources such as Study Island and Quizlet, as well as after-school tutorial 

sessions. 

 

18. What is the Keystone Project? 

 The Keystone Project is an online alternative assessment for students who fail to pass 

the Keystone Exam by their senior year in high school. 

 

19. How can I find additional information about the Keystone Exam? 

 Visit the SAS website at www.pdesas.org or contact your school district. 
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